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SUBJECT: PRANCO-CHANIAN RELATIONS ON DOWNTURN 
REF: FORT LAMY 1314 

1. RIGHT WING PARISIAN DAILY "L'AURORE'' IN SEPTEMBER 18 
EDITION REPORTS CHADIAN REQUEST POR FRENCH EVACUATION OP 
MILITARY BASE AT FORT LAMY IS IMMINENT. "L'AURORE CLAIMS 
THAT SEVERAL WEEKS BEPORE POMPIDOU'S DEPARTURE POR CHINA 
HE LEARNED OF TOMBALBAYE'S INTENTION TO ASK FOR FRENCH 
WITHDRAWAL. POMPIDOU REPORTEDLY WAS FURIOUS BUT DECIDED 
TO SEND COOPERATION SECRETARY OF STATE DENIAU TO MAKE 
ANOTHER EPPORT TO SAVE RELATIONSHIP. ACCORDING TO STORY, 

DENIAU WAS TREATED IN PARTICULARLY "ABRUPT AND BRUTAL" 

PASHION AND ON HIS RETURN BRIEPED QUAI OPPICIALS TO EPPECT 
THAT PRANCE WAS READY TO LEAVE CHAD ON CONDITION THAT A 
CLIMATE OF "MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING" BETWEEN TWO 
COUNTRIES WAS PRESERVED. 

2. "L'AURORE" STORY, WHICH MAY EXAGGERATE SITUATION RESULTING 
PROM DENIAU VISIT (REPORTED REFTEL), PROBABLY CONTAINS 
ELEMENTS OP TRUTH, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO POMPIDOU'S OWN 
ATTITUDE. PROM SEVERAL ELYSEE AND QUAI SOURCES WE HAVE RECENTLY 
BEEN TOLD OF SERIOUS AND GROWING FRENCH DISENCHANTMENT WITH 
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SENIOR FOCCART STAFF MEMBER DUSSERRE HAVE TOLD EMBOFFS THAT 
PRESIDENT POMPIDOU WAS PERSONALLY EXTREMELY UNHAPPY WITH 
TOMBALBAYE'S PERFORMANCE AS PRESIDENT AND WITH HIS STRIDENT 
CRITICISM OF FRENCH POLICY. DUSSERRE, WITH WHOM EMBOFF 
TALKED SEPTEMBER 17, SAID THA ELYSEE HAD CONCLUDED TOMBALBAYE 
WAS "MAD." WHEN EMBOFF OBSERVED THAT FRENCH SUBSIDIES HAD 
BEEN ONE OF PRINCIPAL SUPPORTS OF CHADIAN ECONOMY, DUSSERRE 
IMMEDIATELY RESPONDED THAT MOMENT HAD COME WHEN FRENCH WOULD 
HAVE TO CUT BACK SUBSTANTIALLY ON AID TO CHAD. 

3. COMMENT: SIGNS OF DISENCHANTMENT WITH TOMB ALB YE AND 
ECONOMIC MISMANAGEMENT OF HIS GOVERNMENT ARE SO UNIVERSAL 
IN FRENCH GOVERNMENT CIRCLES, THAT IT SEEMS VERY POSSIBLE 
MAJOR CRISIS IS BUILDING UP, ACCOMPANIED BY AID CUT BACK AND 
PERHAPS FRENCH TROOP WITHDRAWAL. FRENCH PROBABLY HAVE NO 
ILLUSION THAT CUTBACK WILL BRING TOMBALBAYE TO HIS SENSES, 

BUT THEY SEEM LESS AND LESS WILLING TO POUR MONEY DOWN WHAT 
THEY INCREASINGLY BELIEVE IS POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RATHOLE.IRWIN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, MILITARY AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN TEACHER EXCHANGE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 SEP 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973PARIS24595 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS IRWIN 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730927/aaaaatue.tel 
Line Count: 79 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: FORT LAMY 1314 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23-Aug-2001 by shawdg>; APPROVED <20-Nov-2001 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRANCO-CHANIAN RELATIONS ON DOWNTURN 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, CD, (POMPIDOU), (DENIAU), (TOMBALBAYE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



